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Well, Philo waited and he waited, and
there never was a phone call from New
York. And guess what. He read in the
paper a few months later that RCA had
made a huge discovery, and it was the
discovery of how to produce the tele-
vision picture tube and how they had
had this incredible breakthrough in
their laboratories.

Philo Farnsworth fought for 20 years
to get recognition that he was indeed
the inventor of the picture tube. It was
an incredible fight. David Sarnoff, an
arrogant head of RCA, a corporate
leader who could give a darn about lit-
tle guys like Philo Farnsworth, ended
up doing what? Instead of paying royal-
ties and recognizing and giving credit
to this wonderful inventor, he decided
to smash him like a bug, decided to
fight him and use every bit of the
treasure that was available to RCA to
beat this guy into submission, this lit-
tle guy who thought he had the right
to challenge the great David Sarnoff.

O 1730

It went all the way to the Supreme
Court. And God bless America, the Su-
preme Court decided for little Philo
Farnsworth against one of the great ar-
rogant corporate giants in America,
David Sarnoff.

Unfortunately, Philo Farnsworth, by
that time most of the patent time had
run out, he never made much money
from his great discovery that changed
the world we live in. But I will tell you,
today, as you go through the Nation’s
Capitol, you can take a look at the
statue of Philo Farnsworth right here
and you can understand that we pass
laws here to make sure the rights of
the little guy are protected, even when
that little guy is in a fight with a pow-
erful interest like RCA. David Sarnoff
does not have a statue in this Capitol.
So let us note this, that in this Capitol
is the statue to the little guy and to
the rights of the little guy.

Tomorrow we will face a bill, H.R.
1908, that is designed to smash down
the little guys, the inventors, so that
arrogant corporate giants can steal
their technology, corporate giants who
do business overseas who consider
themselves globalists and multi-na-
tionalists taking American technology
overseas. That’s what is at hand. That
is the issue that is being discussed.

Mr. Speaker, I would call on my col-
leagues to join me and MARCY KAPTUR
and members of the Democrat Party
and Republican Party who are watch-
ing out for the little guy tomorrow.
Join with the wuniversities and the
unions and other corporate interests
and manufacturers in the TUnited
States who are trying to protect intel-
lectual properties so they can compete
overseas. Join us in defeating the Steal
American Technologies Act II, H.R.
1908.

And with that, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.
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REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 1908, PATENT REFORM ACT
OF 2007

Mr. ARCURI, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 110-319) on the resolution (H.
Res. 636) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 1908) to amend title 35,
United States Code, to provide for pat-
ent reform, which was referred to the
House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R.
2669, COLLEGE COST REDUCTION
AND ACCESS ACT

Mr. ARCURI, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 110-320) on the resolution (H.
Res. 637) providing for consideration of
the conference report to accompany
the bill (H.R. 2669) to provide for rec-
onciliation pursuant to section 601 of
the concurrent resolution on the budg-
et for fiscal year 2008, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

————————

ISRAEL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from New
York (Mr. WEINER) is recognized for 60
minutes.

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, I ask my
colleagues to ponder a hypothetical.
Imagine for a moment that a small
town in your district, whether you rep-
resent a rural or urban district or sub-
urban district you can imagine this hy-
pothetical, but it’s an unimaginable
concept to many of us in the United
States. Imagine if a town in that dis-
trict was hit by a rocket, just landed
out of the sky, launched from a neigh-
boring town, or if you’re near the bor-
der, launched from a neighboring coun-
try. Imagine for a moment how you
would react as an elected official in
that town, imagine for a moment how
you would act as a parent of people in
that town, imagine how you would act
if you were government from that
town.

Well, for one small town in the
southern part of Israel, it’s not some-
thing they need to imagine. Let me
show you a map of Israel and point to
a small town called Sderot. It’s right
down here near the Negev, right along
the border of the Gaza Strip.

Sderot is a town of 24,000 people. It is
not a wealthy town; it’s basically a
working class town. Like I said, not
very big. But in the last 5 years, not
one, not two, but 2,000 rockets have
landed on that town, all of them
launched from the Gaza Strip.

Now, as you ponder what it is that
you would do, let me tell you a little
bit about the effect it has had to the
people of Sderot. Eight people have
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been Kkilled as these qgassam rockets
have fallen. What is a qassam rocket?
A qassam rocket is a fairly primitive
rocket that is made out of basically a
plumbing pipe with four stabilizers and
filled with about a pound or so of
shrapnel, that when it explodes, it
blows the shrapnel all around.

This is a picture of some of the
qassam rockets that have landed in
Sderot over the last 5 years. This is
what the back of the local police sta-
tion looks like. They keep them all and
they mark it when they land. Now,
eight people have been killed by these
rockets, three of them children, dozens
have been wounded. There have been
155 of these rockets landing in this
town just since June, when Hamas was
elected as the representative party of
the people of the West Bank, and some
would argue Gaza as well. You see this
small strip of land? That’s the Gaza
Strip. Lobbed one by one by one into
this town of Sderot. Well, as you think
about how your citizens might deal, let
me tell you a little bit about how the
citizens of Sderot have dealt.

For one thing, when there is any kind
of notice that they get, and they have
a rather primitive system of lasers
that detect when there is heat out in
the desert that seems extraordinary, a
notice goes to the local police depart-
ment and then they send out tzeva
adom, tzeva adom, which just means
‘““code red.” Then you have about 15
seconds. That’s how much time the
people of Sderot have to respond. They
can do a couple of things. They can run
into these concrete shells that have
been built all throughout town. The
way we might have phone booths in our
towns, they have concrete structures
that are called life shields. They are
supposed to pull over or stop their car
where they are and run to a building or
wall. It’s the only part of Israel where
it’s illegal to wear your seat belt be-
cause you have to be able to run out of
your car as quickly as possible to avoid
the rocket attacks.

And kids, of course, they’re taught
the old 1950s-era American idea of
““duck and cover,” except when it
comes to the children of Sderot, it
would be more aptly described as
“duck and suffer.” One in three chil-
dren in that town suffer from post-
traumatic stress disorder. It is not co-
incidental or accidental that seven
rockets landed in that town on the
first day of school this past Sunday.
There was a rocket attack today.

It is hard to find pictures that truly
can express what it is like when a rock-
et falls on an elementary school; but
this is a picture that was taken during
a rocket attack last year, children es-
sentially cowering in a corner of their
school and holding their heads for their
lives.

You know, it is easy to describe in
dry terms what you’re supposed to do
when a rocket lands on your town, and
thank God many of us will never know
what that is like. But imagine what it
is like when there are hundreds of
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them, and now thousands of them over
the course of the last couple of years.

Now, we here in Washington, we fre-
quently think of things through the
lens of what should the government re-
sponse be. Well, what would your
town’s government response be if it
was attacked by a foreign power day
after day after day with rockets? Well,
unfortunately for the people of Israel,
there isn’t a great deal that they can
do, particularly since the international
community has shown very little con-
cern about the matter. The United Na-
tions, perhaps we can urge them to
pass a resolution of condemnation.
They’ve been unwilling to do anything.
You might try to figure out what ways
you can make your residents more
safe. The Israeli Government sent 200
soldiers to this town of 24,000 people to
escort their hundreds of kids to school.
You might want to try to figure out
where they’re getting the artillery nec-
essary to be launching these attacks.
As you can see here, the border is only
with one other country, and that’s
Egypt. Time and time again there have
been found tunnels that lead into the
Gaza Strip providing weaponry. You
might want to crack down on Egypt to
make sure that they stop providing the
artillery.

But one thing for sure is you would
do something. And sooner or later, I
think it’s fair to say that all of us, if
we were put in this circumstance where
there was one or even two or three at
most rockets falling in our districts,
we would demand that something be
done. Well, I believe that it is time for
those of us in the United States to re-
alize that terrorism falls in all kinds of
ways every day that barely gets a no-
tice.

When several of these rockets fell in
Sderot on the first day of school, you
might have missed it in your neighbor-
hood newspaper because it is so com-
monplace. It should never be, in 2007,
commonplace for one nation to lob
missiles down on the other.

Now, it comes as little surprise that
just in the several months that Hamas
took over control of the Gaza Strip
that there has been an escalation in
the number of rockets. But I also think
that we need, as a country that is in
solidarity with Israel and the many
things that they’re trying to do, you
know, it’s not the purpose of this map,
but you can see that this is a nation
that is surrounded with enemies. On
the northern border they face
Hezbollah, which declared war across
the international border and lobbed
weapons upon them in the Lebanese
war.

You see here they’re dealing with
problems in the Gaza Strip. Now, I
should point out that much of the esca-
lation has happened in the period since
Israel withdrew unilaterally from the
Gaza Strip. There are no Israeli forces
there anymore. Since the Israeli forces
left, the rocket attacks have gone up.

So what can the Israelis do? Well, I
guess they could reoccupy the Gaza
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Strip, and you can imagine the public
condemnation and hue and cry that
might occur if that happened. I guess
they could try as best they could to
track where these rockets are being
fired from and try to go in as quickly
as possible and counterattack. Well,
it’s not a very practical thing to do,
perhaps they would argue. But one of
the things they are considering doing
is saying, look, we’re going to cut off
the power and supply to the Gaza Strip;
we’re going to make the citizens of
Gaza Strip make a choice whether
they’re going to have terrorists in
their midst or not.

Well, one thing that we can do, as far
away from the front of the Sderot con-
flict as we are, is we could make it
very clear that if we were in the same
position, we would not be calling upon
ourselves to show great restraint. We
would try to figure out how do we solve
this problem.

And so we, as the United States of
America and the State Department,
when they call upon Israel, show re-
straint, show restraint, don’t retaliate,
maybe that’s a reasonable argument
after one or two or 10 rockets. Now, I
think we have to realize that what
Israel is engaged in, what this tiny
town is engaged in is playing defense in
the war on terrorism every single day
without much support and without
much help.

So I take the floor today with my
good friend from Nevada to say that,
while we are not being asked to live in
a town like Sderot, we should be mind-
ful of the idea that such towns exist in
Israel, that it is not just the province
of people who live along the Lebanese
border that are facing terrorism, it’s
not just the province of people who
drive along the roads even in the inner
country of Israel who find themselves
being under attack. It’s a daily attack
on this tiny town.

Now, they don’t have C-SPAN; I
doubt they have C-SPAN in Sderot.
But they do listen very carefully when
the United States of America, when the
Secretary of State, when the President,
when elected officials stand up and say,
listen, we don’t envy the situation that
Israel is in, but we understand it. And
we understand that retaliation is some-
times a difficult thing to contemplate,
but sometimes it’s necessary. We know
that if we were put in the same posi-
tion and suddenly the good folks in
Canada started lobbing missiles over
the New York border, I would be de-
manding that we respond. If the folks
who live in Arizona or Texas started
getting attacked with missiles coming
over the border, certainly none of us
would be saying, show forbearance.

If these children were being forced to
cower at rocket attacks day after day
after day in any town in the United
States, we would understand perfectly
well that something needed to be done
to stem the tide. But there are other
things we can do. We can say we are
not going to continue to be a supporter
of Egypt, as we have, if they continue
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to allow their nation to be essentially
a wide open font for terrorist activi-
ties. We are going to understand that,
while it was every right, and some-
times I'm criticized for making this
image, it’s every right of the people of
the Palestinian territories to choose to
elect Hamas as their leaders, but it is
also the right of the international com-
munity to say that this is what we ex-
pected would happen. We would have
an increase in the international ter-
rorism that emerged from the Gaza
Strip, and now it has happened. And if
we had a terrorist government in Can-
ada, we wouldn’t hesitate for a moment
to see it as a threat to our security.

We can also understand that the peo-
ple of Sderot’s fight is all of our fight.
When the United Nations is, resolution
after resolution, condemning Israel for
its heavy hand in this or its heavy
hand in that, when it convenes a con-
ference to talk about the plight of the
Palestinians, putting aside the plight
of the Israelis, they do a disservice to
the basic common sense about who it is
that is doing the attacking, who it is
that is launching the missiles and who
it is that is on the other side.
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The other thing that we can do is
make sure that weapons like this are
never armed with high-tech guidance
systems. Right now, the administra-
tion is putting the final touches on a
plan to present to the United States
Congress that would sell missile guid-
ance systems, $20 million worth, to
Saudi Arabia. Saudi Arabia has been
one of the foremost advocates for
Hamas in the world. They fund them.
They support them. They provide them
aid and comfort.

Imagine for a moment if these mis-
siles weren’t being lobbed relatively in-
discriminately in the direction of
schools, hospitals, shopping centers
and synagogues, but imagine if they
had laser guidance systems provided to
the Saudis and then leaked to them,
because that is what happens in that
part of the world. Imagine this number
of rockets that are hitting people and
installations and churches, well, syna-
gogues and not just falling to the
Earth.

We can stop that sale. We in Congress
can stop that sale. And we should do
everything we can to do so. Ms. BERK-
LEY and I circulated a letter that over
115 Members of Congress signed onto
saying this is a bad idea to be selling
weapons, high-tech weapons, to the
foremost exporter of terrorism in the
world. But tonight when we lay down
our heads, we should know that not far
away, 2,000 miles away in Sderot, chil-
dren are going to be walking to school,
and most likely if tomorrow is like
today was, they are going to hear a
siren go off. They are going to hear a
voice over the loudspeakers saying in
Hebrew, ‘‘condition red, condition red”
which meant that they have to go find
cover somewhere. Imagine raising your
child in that kind of environment.
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Imagine the outrage that you would
feel as a parent or resident of that
town.

We should never forget that we are
not going to be safe just because we
don’t have rockets falling on us every
single day. So long as there are entities
in the world that find comfort in being
able to do that day in and day out, we
all suffer. We admire Israel for what it
does. It is probably the last remaining
country besides the United States of
America that every day is trying to
fight terrorism. Our friends in Europe
turn it on and turn it off as they might
be willing to. Frankly, it is the United
States and Israel every day.

But as much as we fight and as much
as we invest in resources, as much as
we honor the men and women of the
armed services, 150,000 fighting for us
in Iraq and Afghanistan, imagine if
every single day we weren’t having to
go out and fight that fight, but it was
landing in our community. That should
be the lens that we look at this conflict
through. There are complications. It is
a nuanced and difficult thing. It is dif-
ficult trying to persuade people who
are democracies in Lebanon, democ-
racies in the West Bank and Gaza, that
they shouldn’t be voting for people
whose campaign slogan is ‘I want to
drive Israel into the sea.” It is discour-
aging.

It is complicated when you have a
nation like Jordan for whom many of
these people would consider their home
country and have them take little re-
sponsibility for those people who are in
the West Bank, as well as for those
people who are in Gaza. It is a difficult,
complicated part of the world. But
there are some things that are immu-
table. And I would hope that we would
all agree that one of the immutable
things is that under no circumstance
should any country have to withstand
tens and tens, and hundreds, eventu-
ally thousands of rocket attacks on its
land just because it is a small town and
just because most people have never
heard of it. My colleague, Congressman
WEXLER, and I had a long debate about
how to pronounce it. He said ‘“Sderot.”
I said ‘‘Sderot.” It is unclear. It was
written originally in Hebrew. It prob-
ably appears in the Bible somewhere.
Perhaps we can find an authority on
that.

These are not the most influential
people even in Israel. But it is trou-
bling to me. I think I speak for my col-
league, Ms. BERKLEY, that day in and
day out these attacks happen, and none
of us even notice any more. Well, the
children and the adults and the people
of that community notice. They notice.
They are traumatized by it. I think it
is our obligation as citizens of the
world to say that while you can have
different viewpoints about where bor-
ders should be and you can have dif-
ferent viewpoints about the relative
gripes of the Palestinians or the gripes
of Hamas or who should prevail, Fatah
or Hamas, or whether or not the Egyp-
tians are doing enough, or whether or
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not the Syrians are doing enough, or
whether or not they are all just export-
ing terrorism in one form or the other,
I would hope that we could agree that
it is an international abomination that
this is allowed to happen.

I would be glad to yield to my col-
league from Nevada.

Ms. BERKLEY. I want to thank my
good friend from New York, ANTHONY
WEINER. As usual, I am not sure that
my presence is needed here. You have
done such an eloquent job explaining
the situation as it is. I am afraid I have
to agree with our colleague, Mr.
WEXLER, and pronounce the little town
the way he does, but the sentiment is
the same.

I wish you were with us, Mr. WEINER,
3 weeks ago when there was a congres-
sional trip to Israel. We had the oppor-
tunity to go to Sderot and see for our-
selves firsthand exactly what you are
speaking of. I want to share with you
my impressions. I have been to Israel
15 times, but that was the first time
that I had ever gone to that little bor-
der town and met the people, heard
what they had to say, but I did. I am
glad that I had the opportunity so I
could share it with you and our col-
leagues now.

We met in a strategic area of Sderot
where we were able to look into the
Gaza. It is less than a mile away. They
live Palestinian and Israeli next door
to one another. We met with a family
who has lived there for a number of
years and has endured the 2,000 rocket
attacks that have taken place, that
have been perpetrated against the citi-
zens of this community for the last 5
years, 2,000 rocket attacks. The last
one, as you said, happening as late as
today as children were going to school.

Now, Hamas and Islamic jihad have
the timing down pretty well if they
don’t have the accuracy, because the
rocket attacks, the missile attacks, on
this small Israeli town take place in
the morning hours when children are
headed to school and parents are head-
ed to work. Then there’s a 1ull. If there
is going to be another attack, it is usu-
ally when people are coming home
from work and their children are com-
ing back from school.

We met a family from Sderot, a wife,
a mother and her children. I listened to
this mother tell us what it is like on a
daily basis, the fear she has every time
she sends her children out to walk to
school, how they can’t go outside and
play for fear that there will be an in-
coming missile that might indiscrimi-
nately hit any one of them on any
given day. The very inaccuracy of
these rockets make them something to
fear. After the last attack that she told
us about, she grabbed her child, and
she fell on him in an effort to save him.
When it was over, the little boy looked
at his mommy. He said, ‘“‘Mommy,
don’t ever fall on me to save me again.
Because if anything was going to hap-
pen to you, what would I do without
you?”’
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The children of this little town are
suffering in more ways than you and I
can possibly imagine. While it is true
that of the 2,000 attacks in the last 5
years, eight people have died, and I
have been told only eight people is not
so bad, three of those eight were chil-
dren, if you are one of the eight, or
their families, it is not bad, it is dev-
astating. And if you are the parent or
grandparent of one of those three chil-
dren, whose only crime was being an
Israeli child walking to school one day,
it is a horrible, horrible thing to en-
dure.

So the fact that there hasn’t been the
mayhem and the injuries that are visi-
ble to the eye doesn’t make this any
worse because of the psychological
damage to the people of this commu-
nity and to their children, many of who
suffer from PTSD.

I sit on the Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee. We listen to testimony of our
troops coming back from Iraq and Af-
ghanistan suffering from PTSD. As
horrible as that is, we understand it.
We expect it. It is going to happen. But
as a b, 6, 7 year-old kid, to be suffering
from PTSD, from not being able to
sleep at night for fear that there is
going to be a rocket attack on their
home, afraid to go to school, afraid to
sit in your classroom, parents losing
their jobs because they can’t stay at
work when they hear that siren go off,
they want to rush to the school where
they know that their children are
studying, for the hope that if, God for-
bid, anything happens, they can save
their child, that is not a way to live.
Nobody should live that way.

The reason that the Congressional
delegation met with this family and
others in this little town was because
they wanted to share with us what was
going on because they feel they have
been forgotten, not only by their own
government, but they wanted their
government and the United States,
their most reliable ally, and the people
of this world community to recognize
what is going on, and to help them,
help them in some way. They implored
us to do something to stop these rocket
attacks.

Now, you mentioned the fact that
about 2 years and 3 weeks ago on Au-
gust 16th Israel unilaterally disengaged
from the Gaza. It became untenable to
secure 7,000 settlers from 1.4 million
Palestinians, so the Israelis made a de-
cision in the name of peace to unilater-
ally disengage from the Gaza.

The hope was this, Mr. WEINER. The
hope was that the Palestinian people in
the Gaza would recognize they had a
golden opportunity to demonstrate to
the world that they were capable of
governance and they would use this op-
portunity to repair the infrastructure,
build schools, start healing their econ-
omy, build housing and hospitals for
the Palestinian people, make it pos-
sible for 1.4 million Palestinians to
have a future, a dream of their own
that wasn’t mayhem and Kkilling and
corruption.
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Unfortunately, we have not seen
that. What we have seen, and it is more
and more with each passing day, is
that Hamas is using the Gaza and the
Palestinian people as a human fortress
as they continue to and increase lob-
bing rockets and missiles into Israel
from strategic locations in the Gaza.

Why do the Palestinian people have
to continue to suffer and live under
these conditions? Are there no Pales-
tinian leaders willing to step up and
say this is not what I want for my chil-
dren, it is not what I want to do to
Israeli children? We have an obligation
to be so much more than a launching
pad against Israeli border towns like
Sderot.

What are the Israelis expected to do?
The people of Sderot are demanding
that the Israeli government do some-
thing, that they stop this carnage, this
mayhem, this indiscriminate Kkilling
and damage.

Well, we can examine the options of
the Israelis. They can go back into
Gaza, as you stated. I don’t think that
is a viable option. The Israelis don’t
want to reoccupy the Gaza. They can
launch strategic attacks against those
locations that the Kassam rockets are
being launched from. But, as you know,
they can be launched very quickly, and
the perpetrators disappear within mo-
ments. And if they do that and acciden-
tally hit an innocent Palestinian fam-
ily, there would be hell to pay for that.
So that isn’t the best possible option
either.

So, what is left? The Israelis provide
the water and the sewage system and
the electricity and power to the Gaza
for 1.4 million Palestinians to enjoy
some quality of life. They can cut
those services off and 1.4 million Pal-
estinians can suffer, because Hamas
and Islamic Jihad have used their fel-
low Palestinians as nothing more than
a cruel shield behind which they
launch indiscriminate attacks against
innocent Israeli civilians, men, women
and children, and then they use the
Palestinian people as buffers to protect
them from any retaliation that the
Israelis may wish to do in order to pro-
tect their own people.

Mr. WEINER. Reclaiming my time, I
think you have raised the essential
question, why is it that people are at-
tacking Sderot? What is the great po-
litical fight that is going on that leads
people to be launching missiles out of
Gaza into Sderot?

There was once upon a time a con-
flict over whether or not Israel should
be occupying this territory. They are
not. What is it now that the fight is
over? What is it, now that Hamas has
been elected and there has been this
dramatic increase in them, what is the
objective of those people who are com-
mitting these acts of terrorism? It is
no longer a border dispute. The Gaza
strip, the Israelis have said okay, it is
yours. Take it. Take it and control it,
govern it, be responsible for it on your
own.

It also raises another question.
Hamas was elected in the West Bank
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and Gaza. This notion that they only
control the Gaza, the West Bank is
under someone else’s control, remem-
ber now, this is a new government
under a democracy, and I largely have
agreed with the President when he has
said, you know, democracy is a virtue
that we should try to encourage
throughout the world.

Well, while there is a lot of com-
plaints you can make about the people
that they chose, this was a pretty free
and clear election. No one has accused
them of cooking the books or stealing
the election. If anything, Fattah was in
control of more of the apparatus, they
should have won.

So now Hamas has been elected and
there has been a dramatic increase of
attacks. These are the numbers just
since June. Every week, 7, 14, 12. This
is a week. This is not over the course of
a month, this is just over the course of
each week how much there has been.
And the question has to be, what is
now the fight over? What is it that the
terrorists, what is it that Hamas, what
is it the people here are trying to do?

Well, could it be could it be that the
people here in Gaza are always going to
attack the citizens of Israel. What is
then the logical extension our policy?
It is fine to say, all right, let’s try to
figure it out. The Saudis have put forth
this plan and said let’s return the
country to the 1967 borders. Maybe that
is the solution.

Well, the Lebanese border is no
longer under contest. The United Na-
tions decided where the line should be.
Israel said you are wrong, but we are
going to observe your line.

The Palestinians said the Gaza Strip
is ours. The Israelis said, well, we don’t
believe you can secure it and it won’t
be safe for us to leave, but we are going
to leave anyway. So now you have peo-
ple crossing over from Lebanon and
taking prisoners and declaring war.
You have the Palestinians electing a
terrorist organization and increasing
the amount of attacks.

What is it they want? This is not, my
colleagues, a basic border dispute any
more. Now you can only conclude if
they are attacking a small town of
22,000 people just because they can,
that their objective is going to be
under every circumstance, whenever
given the opportunity, they are going
to attack.

Now, I don’t say that to drag us into
a larger discussion about what the ulti-
mate solution to this challenge is, ex-
cept to say for many Americans who
look at this part of the world and don’t
see the nuances, they say can’t they
just work something out there? Just
kind of find a border that works for ev-
eryone.

Well, Sderot is nowhere near the bor-
der here. It has never been under Pales-
tinian control, ever.

Ms. BERKLEY. It is not in dispute.

Mr. WEINER. Unless you believe,
which some people may, that all of
Israel should be under Arab control.
Then you don’t believe in this existen-
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tial sense that Israel should believe at
all.

Ms. BERKLEY. Of course, Hamas’
charter says exactly that, that Israel
does not have a right to exist. They
refuse to recognize Israel’s right to
exist. So if Israel doesn’t exist then the
Israelis don’t exist, and they can do
anything they want in their minds
when it comes to the people of Sderot.

Mr. WEINER. And I think the gentle-
woman is right, except in her pro-
nunciation, which was confirmed with
the embassy earlier today that there is
no T and it is Sderot. But that is an-
other whole conversation, which is why
I would never get elected to the
Knesset from that district.

Ms. BERKLEY. Or to the First Con-
gressional District in Nevada.

Mr. WEINER. That is probably right.
But the point is, to be serious here, we
have heard a great deal here recently
about the upcoming meetings that are
going to be going on with foreign secre-
taries to try to resolve and prop up Abu
Mazen, who is the leader of the Fattah
faction that lost the election, but who
many people in the United States, and
many people in the world community,
feel is kind of a better choice than
Hamas.

Whether or not he is or isn’t or
whether or not he speaks for anyone or
not, it is beyond dispute that Hamas
holds sway in the Gaza Strip. It is also
beyond dispute that they won for rea-
sons that can be explained a lot of dif-
ferent ways. They won. They are the
representative people of the Palestin-
ians. We may like Abu Mazen more,
but he doesn’t seem to speak for as
many people.

But before I yield to the gentle-
woman, I just want to point out that
for people who say well, maybe if Israel
left the Gaza Strip to Palestinian con-
trol, this would be resolved. As the
gentlewoman from Nevada pointed out,
been there, done that. And, remember,
many people argued that it would be a
mistake for the Israelis to acquiesce to
the Palestinians’ request because they
would just use this as a launching
ground for terrorism.

Well, those people turned out to be
right, and, unfortunately, rather than
saying okay, we are going to accept
this as our Nation and we are going to
show that we can sustain ourselves and
not be a hostile neighbor, it has in-
stead led to this, which is a dramatic
increase in the amount of attacks that
have gone on since the Palestinians
took over the province of their own
area.

Ms. BERKLEY. There are a few
points that I would like to make in re-
sponse to what you said. You know,
when the Saudis come with this plan,
and look, any peace plan is better than
no peace at all, but let us keep in mind,
in addition to the fact that Israel is no
longer in Lebanon, and, remember,
Hezbollah supposedly was created in an
effort to get the Israelis out of Leb-
anon. The Israelis have been out of
Lebanon now for 8 years and it doesn’t
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seem to matter. Hezbollah is thriving.
They are arming and attacking Israelis
on the Israeli side of the border.

You quite rightly said the Israelis
unilaterally got out of the Gaza. When
it comes to the 1967 borders, let us re-
member, when Israel made peace with
the Egyptians in that very historic mo-
ment of opportunity in the Middle
East, the Israelis gave back the Sinai
to the Egyptians that they had ac-
quired in the 1967 war. They gave it
back with all the oil and everything
else. They said peace is more impor-
tant to us than this land. You can have
it.

Remember prior to the 1967 war? The
West Bank was part of Jordan. Jordan
controlled the West Bank. It was Jor-
danian territory. And then after a
number of years, the Jordanians gave
it to the Israelis. They didn’t want to
deal with the problems. So when we are
talking about 1967 borders, does that
mean that Jordan is going to take back
the West Bank and deal with the prob-
lems that currently exist in the West
Bank?

There was a reason that the Pales-
tinian people turned to Hamas. They
had a corrupt leader, a murderer, a ter-
rorist in the name of Yasser Arafat.
The billions and billions of dollars that
the Europeans gave to the Palestinians
through Yasser Arafat, that the Ameri-
cans gave, in an effort to improve the
lives of the Palestinian people, did not
g0 to help the Palestinian people. Not
one child got educated. Not one per-
son’s wounds or one person’s illness
was cured in a new hospital. Not one
road was built. Not one business was
created.

That money went into bank accounts
that Arafat’s widow is now living on,
and rather nicely, I would say. Out of
desperation for the corruption of
Yasser Arafat’s political party, Fattah,
the people, the Palestinian people
looked to Hamas, a terrorist organiza-
tion, to get their basic rights met,
their basic needs met. Hamas was pro-
viding social services, unemployment
benefits to the unemployed, clothing to
those that were not clothed, food to
those that were hungry, instead of the
legitimate Palestinian Authority.
There is no wonder that the Pales-
tinian people turned to Hamas.

But what we see in Hamas is a ter-
rorist organization that refuses Israel’s
right to exist, that rains terror on bor-
der towns like Sderot, only because
they can’t get to the bigger towns be-
cause of the security and that security
fence that the entire world condemned
Israel for building in an effort to pro-
tect its own citizens from terrorist at-
tacks.

S0, now we are at a crossroads. The
Palestinian people don’t have to con-
tinue to support Hamas. Right now, the
Gaza is a no-man’s land. What few
Christians are left in the Gaza are
being subjected to forced conversions.
Hamas is indiscriminantly walking the
streets shooting at point-blank range
any former member of Fattah. And the
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Palestinian people are caught in the
crossfire.

It is time for the international com-
munity to speak as one voice in an ef-
fort to bring peace to the Palestinians
and to the people of Israel, and the
place to start is in Sderot.

Mr. WEINER. Let me just reclaim
my time briefly and just make one or
two points.

When I posited in the introduction to
this special order the idea, well, what
would you do if you were faced with
this kind of challenge? Well, imagine,
if you can, that you were able to build
a wall tall enough into the sky to
intercept any of those rockets. You
would say jackpot. We figured out a
way to do it. It is not pleasant, it is not
nice, but we figured out a way. Or a
giant net to catch them all.

Well, they didn’t have indiscriminate
missile attacks coming from this part
of the Palestinian territories. They had
human beings who had strapped arma-
ments around their waist filled with
ball bearings and nails, and they had
them walk into cafes and walk into dis-
cotheques and blow themselves up and
everyone near them.

So Israel, after trying to detect them
as best they could and stop them as
best they could, and having remarkable
success as doing that, found that, you
know, what, we don’t like doing this,
but let’s build a wall, a fence in some
cases, a wall in other parts of it, to
stop people from just walking across.

Well, it is the equivalent of trying to
catch those missiles, and it makes a
certain amount of common sense. It is
a terrible message and a terrible sign
and you hate to do it for your neighbor,
just the same way if you were living
next door to someone to build a high
concrete wall between you and your
neighbor. You would never want to do
it, unless they started walking across
into your lawn and blowing you and
your family up.

So they went and they constructed
this wall. Do you know, I say rhetori-
cally, because I know the gentlewoman
from Nevada knows, the amount of
international hue and cry that went
on, how outrageous it was for the
Israelis? Even our government said
they were opposed to the idea of build-
ing this security fence.

Well, it has been successful. They
have figured out a way, albeit not the
best possible way. The best possible
way is to say the people of the West
Bank, the people of Gaza, you want
your own state. We want you to have
your own state. The United States
does. The Israeli government does. A
recent poll showed that 87 percent of
the population of Israel said we want
the Palestinians to have their own
state. But if every time you cede more
responsibility to the territories it leads
to more violence, it makes you long for
a solution.
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So what is the solution? Well, the
most ideal solution is for the Palestin-
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ians, as you say, to stand up and say,
look, we have high-rises here in Gaza
City. We are living not very good lives
here. We have been cut off from the
international world because the source
of our economic activities is being
good neighbors to everyone else in the
world. Israel and Egypt both went up
economically the moment they signed
the Camp David Accords because they
realized that international coopera-
tion, although not a great love, but
international cooperation leads to ben-
efits for everyone.

So the people of Gaza have to say,
look, what is it that it is getting us?
We are terrorizing our neighbors, but
to what end? Eventually the Israelis
are going to have to say something.
The Israelis are deliberating now on
what steps to take. Can you blame
them if they say, we are going to cut
off all electricity to the city until it
stops? Can you blame them if they say,
we are going to close off all border
crossings until it stops? You can’t pos-
sibly blame the Israeli Government for
whatever they do to protect the people
of Sderot.

But the objective should not be what
kind of defensive, and you know that
the Israelis are now experimenting
with not one but two antimissile sys-
tems to try to stop them. It is billions
of dollars.

When I visited Israel last week, the
defense minister was saying, I am not
satisfied with having one antimissile
system. We may need to have two of
them to protect them both from the
Lebanese border and from the rockets
coming in on Sderot.

But the real solution is for the Pales-
tinian people and the international
community to say, look, if you want to
live side by side as a two-state commu-
nity, let’s get to talking about how to
do that. If your objective is to have
nonstop violence, then you act the way
you are, the way Hamas and their sup-
porters are acting in Gaza. You just
keep doing acts of war over and over
again. The Israeli people, God bless
them, whenever there is a hint of a pos-
sibility of a chance of some kind of a
negotiated settlement, they pursue it.

Ms. BERKLEY. When I was part of
this congressional delegation a few
weeks ago, and maybe last week you
heard the same thing, it was the Israeli
Government that was promoting pro-
viding resources for the Palestinians.
They want the American Government
to support Abu Mazen. They want us to
prop up the Palestinian people because
they know this might be the last op-
portunity they have for peace.

And you brought up a really good
point. I can’t say that the Egyptians
and the Israelis love each other and
sing Kumbiya by the camp fire. The
same thing with the Jordanians. This
is not a warm peace; it is a peace. You
don’t have to love thy neighbor, but
you can live side by side in peace. I
think that is what we should be going
for.

If I thought for a minute these indis-
criminate attacks on Sderot and other
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border towns was an effort to create a
Palestinian state, maybe I could under-
stand that, as addled as that is. But
this has nothing to do with creating a
Palestinian state; this has everything
to be the elimination, dare I say exter-
mination, of the State of Israel. That is
what strikes fear in my heart.

Mr. WEINER. And then the question
has to be raised, as much good inten-
tion as Secretary of State Rice and the
administration may have here, having
sit-downs and negotiations with
Mahmoud Abbas and trying to present
him with aid and trying to make his
government or the idea that his
thoughts or actions would be better for
the Palestinian people, does that bring
us one inch closer to stopping the at-
tacks on Sderot? Does it do anything
to truly enforce the idea that Gaza is
under control? And the people voted for
them. And by the way, this notion that
they just carried, this is not like an
electoral college map, they just carried
Gaza, they have broad support through-
out the West Bank as well.

Ms. BERKLEY. Well, Fatah’s corrup-
tion permeated the entire Palestinian
Authority.

Mr. WEINER. But I have to say to
the gentlelady, this notion that it was
a response to corruption, when some-
one campaigns and gives you a flyer,
vote for me and I am going to wipe out
the State of Israel, and then the mo-
ment they get in, they increase the
amount of attacks going on, at a cer-
tain point you have to say this is not
about who is going to fix the potholes.
They are doing exactly what they said.

It might be true that message took
hold in an environment where Fatah
was corrupt, but I think we in some
ways let them off the hook a little bit.
They did campaign on the idea of driv-
ing Israel into the sea.

Ms. BERKLEY. And I would be the
last one to disagree with you.

Mr. WEINER. But I think it is impor-
tant to realize that we hear it just
about every day out of the State De-
partment, and this is true under Demo-
cratic administrations as well, Israel
must show restraint. Every time there
is an attack we hear that, Israel must
show restraint.

Imagine if there were two attacks in
New Jersey or in Pennsylvania. Imag-
ine if there was one, and imagine if al
Qaeda had just won the elections in To-
ronto and these attacks started, would
any of us say we have to show re-
straint?

Ms. BERKLEY. Absolutely not.

Mr. WEINER. I believe that Israel
has shown restraint the likes of which
I don’t think we have seen a nation on
Earth ever show. If you think of the
sheer number of attacks they have
withstood over the course of time, put-
ting aside the 2,000 or so in Sderot, for-
bearance has been the bottom line.

But I think if you want to truly solve
this problem, first you have to let the
Israelis do what they need to do to pro-
tect this tiny town.

Ms. BERKLEY. Yes.
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Mr. WEINER. Also, you have to rec-
ognize when you look at these borders,
no one, not even Hamas says the West
Bank is still occupied. Israel left, and
now there is no other explanation for
the activity except to say that one of
the things that they are doing is living
up to their campaign promise.

This isn’t the subject of rhetoric. Our
colleague from Pennsylvania who has
joined us saw this stockpile. This is the
police station in Sderot. This is what
they have in the back. You can see a
little bit in the photographs, they
mark taunts, Hebrew taunts on all of
the rockets before they send them.
This is essentially a pipe you can get
down at a hardware store, four wings
that stabilize it, and then there is es-
sentially a pound and a half of arma-
ments in the tip, just enough to kill
and terrorize wherever it lands.

Ms. BERKLEY. We have one of our
most esteemed freshmen here who was
on the trip to Israel.

Mr. WEINER. I yield to the gen-
tleman.

Mr. ALTMIRE. It was my first trip to
Israel, and I know the gentlewoman
from Nevada has been there multiple
times, countless times, in fact. For me
to have seen firsthand what you are
talking about today, there really is
nothing like seeing it in person.

When we went to the border, and I
know that the gentlewoman has talked
about this tonight, we went to the bor-
der with Gaza and we looked at Sderot
and we had families there that until re-
cently lived in Gaza. The mother of
course with the children, she pointed
across to where she used to live. She
said, “That used to be my house.”” She
told her story about when she is get-
ting her kids ready for school, the
alarms will go off and they know that
the bombs are starting to come in. She
told this gut-wrenching story about
her experience in a minivan with her
kids getting ready to go to school and
the alarm goes off. That really puts it
in perspective that these are families
that are just trying to get through the
day, and this is what they have to deal
with, not once as the gentleman from
New York said, but repeatedly over and
over again. These families have to en-
dure the threat of that stockpile that
he is talking about landing in their
house, hitting their car and Kkilling
members of their family. These are
things that we can’t comprehend on a
daily basis in this country, to have
that threat every single day raining
down upon you.

As the gentleman from New York de-
scribed, in many instances these are
primitive weapons that we are talking
about. But in many instances these are
weapons that have rained down on this
community by the thousands, literally
by the thousands. And we met with a
gentleman that one of them had hit his
house. Again, when you see firsthand
the people that are affected by this and
the children that are affected by this,
it puts in perspective the fact that
they are living right there on the bor-
der.
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What struck me the most when we
asked her the obvious question: Why
don’t you just move? I think that is
what many of us might think about
doing. And she said much more
articulately than I can say tonight, but
she said: ‘‘Look, this is where we live.
This is our home. If we move, then we
have lost. If we move, they are going to
move up to where we happen to be at
that moment. Then they will start
again and we will have to move again.
We are not going to do that. We are
going to stay here. This is our home.
We are under great threat, but we are
not moving.”’

That really tells the tale of the type
of people, the fortitude that we are
talking about.

I had been watching the discussion
and I couldn’t sit back any longer. I
had to tell my piece of the story having
seen this firsthand, and what a mag-
nificent thing it is to see the courage
and the bravery of these people. But
the threat that they live under is
something that cannot be ignored.

Mr. WEINER. I thank the gentleman.
It should also be pointed out that
Sderot is becoming something of a
ghost town, and more and more people
are leaving the city. It is not a wealthy
town. It doesn’t have great industry. It
was one of those places that makes
Israel the nation that it is. A lot of
North Africans have moved in there. It
is a place of great diversity. You would
be surprised seeing some of the faces
that they are Israelis.

You also realize very quickly, one of
the most stunning things to recent
visitors, is what a tiny spit of land it
really is. This neck of land, it is not far
that you are going to be able to go.

When they had the Lebanese war, and
Hezbollah had much more sophisti-
cated weaponry, we had weapons that
were going this far south. You have
these that go this far north. There
aren’t too many places to go. There
have Dbeen suicide bombings all
throughout this area. There aren’t too
many places you can run.

So saying to the residents of Sderot,
why don’t you just leave, it ignores the
fact that there aren’t too many places.
You essentially have one nation, as we
all know, that is at war with 20 of her
neighbors. This is not a peaceful neigh-
borhood.

But the question arises, you don’t get
a chance to think about it when you
are raising kids in that town and try-
ing to figure out how to keep them
safe. We spoke to a schoolteacher when
I visited there a year ago, and that
teacher tells the story of having 10-
year-old kids having to take tranquil-
izers in the morning because it is a
traumatizing experience to get up in
the morning.

While there is some randomness to
where the weapons hit, there is not a
randomness to the time of day. They
launch them during the mornings when
the kids are on the way to school and
in the afternoon when they are coming
back from school, and they have a par-
ticular fondness for Sabbath and for



H10230

holidays. There was a synagogue that
was blown up right after morning pray-
ers on a Saturday morning.

What is it that we should learn from
this about going forward what our
strategy should be? Well, for one thing,
this tiny tract of land is where the
weapons are coming through. They are
not coming through Israel or through
the Mediterranean Sea; although, there
were one or two cases in years past
where boats were intercepted, but we
have a pretty sophisticated under-
standing what goes on here. It is com-
ing through tunnels from Egypt.

So we should be saying to Egypt, for
a country that gets $3.5 billion in aid
every year, we should say to them,
enough is enough. Until you show the
ability to get control of this border, we
are not going to provide any of our aid
in the form of military. You want hu-
manitarian assistance, that’s fine.

Secondly, the last thing we want to
have is for these to be tipped with
laser-guided systems like the ones
being proposed to that part of the
world. We can’t let that technology
seep into the region so these now have
precision guidance.

Finally, we have to say to the United
Nations and to the international com-
munity: What more do you want the
Israelis to do? They have left. They
have left that part of the world. What
is it that you are demanding they do?

I would say to the people who sponsor
these resolutions in the United Nations
condemning Israel, okay, picture your-
self as being the chief administrative
officer of a government who is getting
attacked by thousands of rockets; what
do you propose they do? A giant net in
the sky? They tried building a wall and
a fence here, and they were criticized
for that.

From a policy perspective, and ‘‘re-
straint’’ is a nice and vague term, what
we should be doing is saying to the
Israelis, you need to protect your-
selves, and we should be leading the
charge at the United Nations to con-
sider this international acts of war.
They are a democracy. They are a free-
standing government. These are acts of
war. I think that the Israelis would be
well within their rights to respond
however they would like.

The final thing we have to do, and if
some of my southern colleagues were
here, they would come up with an in-
teresting colloquialism on how to say
this.
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But I hate to be a fly in the ointment
about this whole idea of propping up
Mahmoud Abbas. If Mahmoud Abbas
has any ability to stop these rockets
from launching from Gaza into Sderot,
let him start to do something about it
today. We Kkeep hearing about this
international conference and coming
up with agreements and giving him
money. I don’t understand what pos-
sible good it’s going to do when Fatah
has no authority and no control over
this part of the world.
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Ms. BERKLEY. As I said earlier,
Hamas is walking around the streets
indiscriminately shooting anybody
that had anything to do with Fatah.
They’re consolidating their power,
power to do what I haven’t got the
slightest idea.

But I wanted to tell my colleague,
who we had a pleasure of sharing this
experience that I think he will remem-
ber when we all got back on the bus,
there were a lot of people that were
misty-eyed. I think it was a shock to
most of us to see what these people are
going through on a daily basis.

And I looked around at our col-
leagues, and these are pretty sophisti-
cated politicians. They’ve been in of-
fice for quite a while in different capac-
ities, but I think everybody was taken
aback and shocked and very touched by
the families that we met and felt the
pain that they go through on a daily
basis. It was an important message for
us to see.

Mr. ALTMIRE. That’s right. We were
touched by the pain, but we were also
touched by the courage that they en-
dure daily these attacks, and they stay
and they don’t have to do that, but
they make the decision to be there.
And when you see the story and you
see the children firsthand, and again,
when they point across in the Gaza and
say I used to live in that house right
there, that used to be my house.

Ms. BERKLEY. And we could see the
house. I mean, they didn’t have to go
it’s over there behind the mountain,
no, no, there it was.

And I have to tell you something
else. One of the ministers that we met
with said this about the conferences,
and again, the Israelis are pushing any
type of peace and support that they
can get with the Palestinians. But they
said, they want us to meet, so we’ll
meet, but if they refuse to recognize
Israel’s right to exist, what are we
meeting about? Will they allow us to
exist? What compromise do you make
with people that don’t recognize your
right to exist? Do you compromise that
you could exist for 20 more years, 30
more years, 50 more years? There’s no
compromise to be made with people
that don’t recognize that you are a per-
son with a right to exist.

Mr. WEINER. Well, in conclusion,
our time is expired, but I want to
thank the gentlewoman from Nevada
and the gentleman from Pennsylvania
for joining us here today, and I just
would close with this.

There are big, complicated conflicts
that are going on in that part of that
world. They’re not going to be easy to
resolve. For years, we’ve been watching
with some level of success but a great
deal of failure, but just imagine the
circumstances if tomorrow, when you
dropped off your kids at school, a cou-
ple of times during the day they’d have
to look like this rather than studying
their school books. Imagine if an 8, 9,
10-year-old child had to be on tranquil-
izers in order to get through the day.

There are some things that just are
without any political nuance, without

September 6, 2007

any varnish, and are
What’s going on
wrong.

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
great concern over the ongoing Qassam at-
tacks on the southern city of Sderot, Israel.
Sderot is a community that has been plagued
with frequent and intense firing on its inhab-
itants and infrastructure since Hamas’s take-
over of Gaza. These Palestinian militants are
attempting to destroy an entire population and
bring everyday life there to a halt.

Even today, two Qassam rockets landed in
the vicinity of Sderot. One of these rockets
was aimed at and landed near a kindergarten,
on the first week of the new school year.
Imagine the dilemma parents in this region
face—they don’t know if their children on any
given day are safer at school, or at home
given the continued rocket firings.

These homemade rockets cannot aim solely
at military targets because they do not have
any degree of precision. They are primitive,
short-range, home-made rockets that do not
have the technical capability to be guided, and
consequently, strike innocent civilians. They
have indiscriminately destroyed the economy
and physically and psychologically devastated
family life.

The current situation is unacceptable—the
terror organization Hamas is clearly violating
Israel's sovereignty and overriding Israel’s
right over its land and people.

A city of no more than 24,000, Sderot is
less than a mile from the border with Gaza,
where Israel withdrew its troops in the summer
of 2005. Since then, thousands of these rock-
ets pummeled this city and terrorized men,
women and children on a daily basis. Sderot
citizens are unable to go about their normal
lives and should not be expected to live under
this permanent threat.

Israel has shown considerable restraint and
patience in dealing with those terrorist firing,
despite the severity of the situation and the
casualties and injuries they have taken. How-
ever, Israel has the complete right to defend
itself against these intolerable attacks. No be-
lief, however misguided, can justify the victim-
ization of innocent people.

| would like to express my solidarity not only
with the citizens of Sderot, but with victims of
terrorism around the world. We need to do ev-
erything we can to bring an end to this unjust
situation and help create a lasting peace so
that the citizens of Sderot can go about their
lives.

just wrong.
in Sderot is just

————
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and insert extra-
neous material on the subject of my
Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. MATSUI (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for today until 12:30 p.m. on ac-
count of attending a funeral.
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